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was in the throes of the Bradlaugh imbroglio, and Mr. Gladstone was
preparing to introduce the Affirmation Bill. He directed the
Attorney-General to have a memorandum compiled on the law and
history of the Parliamentary Oath. This task was assigned through
Wright to Asquith, whose command of Constitutional lore and
capacity for lucid and logical statement qualified him perfectly to
discharge it. He bent his whole energies to the business and the
masterly character of his product made a profound impression not
only on the Attorney-General, but on the Prime Minister, to whom
James was careful to reveal the identity of its author. The incident
had important results for Asquith. Not merely had he been brought
to the favourable notice of Gladstone, but James, having once had
clear proof of his quality, took him under his wing and lost no
opportunity of advancing his fortunes. The friendly patronage of the
Head of the Bar towards an obscure practitioner of the Law gave
place in no long time to a warm friendship and mutual respect which
endured until James's death. James, who had considerable experi-
ence both of politicians and of lawyers, expressed the opinion that
Asquith was, with the single exception of Gladstone, the ablest man
with whom he had ever worked. He preserved the fateful notes on
the Parliamentary Oath ; and on the occasion of Asquith's second
marriage in 1894, presented them, handsomely bound, to his wife*
From this time dates Asquith's visible progress at the Bar, soon
to be eclipsed by his more rapid rise in politics. His legal career
proceeded, once it acquired initial momentum, at an accelerating
rate. For the first year or two his time was spent mainly as the
unremunerated understudy of Wright, beneath whose eccentricities
—he would sit all day in his Chambers with a top hat on and a pipe
in his mouth—lay a very real good will towards his " deviL"
Asquith found time to write a short manual on the Act of 1883
dealing with Electoral Corruption,1 for the use of Election Agents,
This in time resulted in his being retained as Junior in a number of
lucrative Election Petitions. By 1885-1886, Wright's clients, who
included the solicitors for several big railway companies, began to
instruct Asquith himself. By the time he was elected to Parliament
in 1886 he could be said to have a small but real practice of his own.
The political prominence he assumed almost from the moment he
entered the House of Commons gave a sympathetic impulse to his
forensic advance, and contributed to Ms selection as Junior to Sir
Charles Russell in the proceedings before the ParneU Commission in
1889. How the Parndl Commission in turn gave him—by what he
at the request of James, practically drafted the Act.

